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WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS Contributors 


We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. this issue: 
Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political and Alison, LJD PattaShanta 
social commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork are all Rhose, Amy Lee * 
welcomed. Contributors may either write to Womonspace News (Box Ce datuas Liz Mase, 


128, Main P.O., Edmonton AB T5]J 3K4), attend a newsletter 
meeting, or leave a message at 482-1794. Topics for coming months: 
October- Lesbians and the Media; November- Coming Out. 


Anonymous, Lindy 
Pratch, Honeypot and 
Laverne. 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any 
issue of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The 
events, organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 

Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. 
Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB 
TSJ 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, 
please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line: 482-1794. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 


This is a letter that Womonspace sent to the board 
of directors of the Bonnie Doon Community League on 
August 8, 1997: 

Dear Board Members: 

In January of 97, Womonspace voted to no 
longer hold dances exclusively at Bonnie Doon 
Hall. The main reasons were financial as well 
as what we consider to be unjust treatment. 

Womonspace has been renting your hall for 
over 10 years to hold monthly dances. In recent 
years, our attendance has dropped, except for 
the June and September dances. We 
approached Jan Schnoeller to inquire about 
getting a reduction in the hall rental fee, which 
was denied. It wasn’t until we began holding 
our dances in a smaller, cheaper hall that the 
Bonnie Doon rates were dropped. 

On the date of our 1996 December dance, 
there was no heat in the hall. We were unable 
to contact anyone associated with the hall to 
get this repaired that evening. Because it was so 
cold, many people left. We lost $1,400 as well 
as suffering damage to our reputation. As a 
result, the Womonspace board felt very 
strongly that we should not have been charged 
the rental. We still feel that charging us half the 
rent is unacceptable. 

In February 1997 we booked the Bonnie 
Doon Hall for our September dance because 
we needed a hall with a large capacity. In June 
we were informed by Jan that our booking was 
cancelled by the Bonnie Doon Community 
League Board and that a wind-up soccer 
banquet was being held instead. Jan did not say 
this was an accidental matter but a decision of 
the board and, therefore, she could do nothing 
for us. 

However, our Vice President, Tina Taylor, 


was told by the president of your board that the 
hall was accidentally double-booked and that 
Jan makes all decisions concerning the hall and, 
therefore, the board could do nothing for us. 

Either way, we have been left with a 
difficulty that will result in problems that will 
effect our attendance at the September dance. 
Because we were told so late that our booking 
at Bonnie Doon was cancelled, we were unable 
to rent an adequately-sized hall. September is 
usually our second-largest money-maker of the 
year. We were only able to rent a hall that holds 
200 people and therefore will have a major loss 
in revenue. We are a non-profit organization 
which has many expenses to pay throughout the 
year and this loss will affect us acutely. 

The Womonspace board feels that we have 
been treated very unfairly, especially considering 
that we have been booking your hall for over 10 
years. We also would like to express that the 
current communication practice of Jan blaming 
the community league board and the board 
blaming Jan makes it extremely difficult to 
believe that someone is taking our complaints 
seriously. 

We would like to cancel the December 31, 
1997, booking and we are informing you that 
we will no longer be booking Bonnie Doon 
Hall. The storage room downstairs has been 
cleaned out and the keys retumed to Jan 
Schnoeller. 

Sincerely, 
Roz Ostendorf, 
President of Womonspace 
c.c. Don Kuchelyma, V-P. of Internal Affairs, 
Federation of Community Leagues 
Bernice Newfeld, Executive Director, Federation 
of Community Leagues 
Jan Schnoeller, Hall Manager, Bonnie Doon 
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SELF-INSEMINATION 


One family’s story 
by Akson 

This year our family celebrated the birth of 
a baby boy. I am the birth mother, a bisexual 
woman. My lesbian partner and I have been 
together for six years. Our son’s gay father is a 
good friend, and is participating as a 
co-patent. Our son was conceived 
by self insemination. This is how we 
did it. 

Each step of the process that I 
describe here could warrant a lot of 
discussion. The way we conceived a 
child is not the only way to do it. 
While I was making my decisions I 
looked for others who had similar 
interests. I simply did not find 
people in Edmonton to share with. I 
did, however, find a whole 
community of lesbian mothers and 
wannabes on a listserve, which ts a kind of 
discussion list on the internet. I subscribed to 
the listserve for about a year. There, I found 
every kind of lesbian family you could imagine, 
and all sorts of ways that they were created. I 
got a lot of answers here about fertility, 
ovulation, sperm, known vs. unknown donors, 
insemination, legal issues, pregnancy, birth, 
child care and parenting. 

The “Lesbian Moms Web Page” 

(http://www .lesbian.org/moms) describes 

how to subscribe to the Moms discussion list. 
Another web page that I found useful is that of 
the “Lesbian Mothers Support Society in 
Calgary” 
(http://www.best.com/~agoodloe/lesbian- 
moms). 


We used fresh sperm. Our friend was 
tested regularly for HIV, however, it should 
be noted here that there is a risk associated 
with using fresh sperm. 

The actual insemination is relatively 
simple. Our donor would come over to the 
house. I would give him a clean jar, and he’d 
disappear into a bedroom with some sexy 
magazines. He would return with ejaculate in 
the jar. 

Semen can last for quite a while. 
Nevertheless, we did the 
inseminations right away, although 
we did not hurry ourselves. In fact, 
my partner and I would often 
make love, thinking that my sexual 
arousal would enhance the 
conception. We used a syringe 
(without the needle) to collect the 
semen from the jar. We bought the 
syringes from a medical supply 
store. (I told the store I wanted the 
syringes for cake decorating and 
that satisfied their curiosity.) We = 
experimented with 5 cc and 10 cc sizes, and 
both seemed adequate. We would slip the 
syringe into my vagina and very slowly 
deposit the semen at the cervix. A lot of 
semen seemed to slip out. 

The first time we did an insemination I 
was nervous and ticklish, and laughed at the 
wrong time, shooting all the precious semen 
out. 

Once the syringe was emptied, I left it in 
my vagina, sort of acting as a plug. We also 
had a couple of pillows under my bum to 
raise it. And then I would lie there for several 
hours. We often did this is in the evening and 
I just fell asleep. 
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The tricky part was the timing of the 
mseminations. It takes a good knowledge 
of your menstrual cycle and body to know 
when to do the inseminations. 

You can learn about your cycle and its 
fertile times from organizations that inform 
about natural family planning. Two such 
Organizations are “Billings Ovulation 
Method” (phone 488-6875 in Edmonton) 
and “Serena Canada” (488-5221 in 
Edmonton). Free instruction is available on 
the use of both of these methods of birth 
control (used to both avoid and achieve 
prfegnancy). 

Before beginning the inseminations, I 
spent several months charting my cervical 
mucous and basal body temperature, so I 
would become familiar with my own 
particular cycle. 

Every woman has her own individual 
cycle and there is quite a bit to know about 
fertility. Generally speaking, the appearance 
of ege-white consistency mucous in your 
vagina about 10-16 days after your period 
Starts is a sign that you are ovulating. Your 
temperature changes around the time you 
ovulate as well. I also used those pricey 
ovulation kits that can be purchased from 
the drug store in the family planning 
sections. 

Discussion on the listserve suggested 
that it takes an average of about nine 
months of inseminating to achieve a 
pregnancy. We inseminated two or three 
times a month. 

Our son was conceived in the fourth 
month, on his father’s birthday. He was 
born nine months later, on my 37" 


birthday. 


WANTED 
by LJD 
| met a young woman 
in Michigan 


She was beautiful and full of life. 


She ran with the wind, 
She danced with joy. 
And her laughter filled the air. 


She told us at a workshop 
how she was conceived 
by artificial insemination. 
There was no doubt in her mind 
that her mother loved her. 
She was no accident. 
She was no mistake. 
She was no mid-life oops. 


She was wanted ... wanted ... wanted. 


QUOTE: 


“All the studies agree that when lesbian 
couples choose to become parents together, 
they most often strive for, and often achieve, 
a near 50-50 sharing of all aspects of family 
life: decision-making, child care, household 
tasks. Our study was also consistent with the 
others in showing that, in most couples, both 
partners had not only a strong measurable 
involvement in parenting, but also a profound 
subjective sense of themselves as parents. 
On the basis of our data, we suggested that 
planned lesbian families present a viable 
model of an effectively functioning family in 
contemporary America.” 


Drs. Valory Mitchell and Diane Wilson, 
Institute for the Psychology of Women, 
Alameda, California; in an ongoing study 
of planned lesbian families 
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HAVING CHILDREN ISNT 
FOR EVERYBODY 


iy Patt 

As my week came to a close on a warm 
spring day, my period started. I made a call to 
the Calgary Infertility Clinic and spoke with a 
program nurse. She instructed me to begin 
testing for my LH surge on Day 11 and when 
that happened, to call the clinic and make an 
appointment for that day to have the 
insemination procedure done. (A sudden rise 
in luteinizing hormone levels is indicative of 
ovulation.) 

Several years ago, I had this overwhelming 
feeling that I wanted to become a mother. I 


began to look at the men in my life as potential 


donors and/or fathers. While on a trip to New 
York City in 1990, I met a man who was a 
friend of the person I was visiting. We 
connected immediately. After I returned home 
I told a close friend, “I’ve found the man who 
will father my child.” When I asked John, he 
was both honoured and thrilled. We began 
making plans. I took my temperature faithfully 
and tracked my cycle for three years. I then 
returned to New York for a visit to complete 
the plans. John, however, had changed his 
mind. I returned home and began my search 
again. ] encountered no one who was willing 
and healthy. 

In 1996 I applied to a Calgary clinic and 
was accepted several months later, despite my 
single status. So, on Day 13 of my cycle this 


spring I travelled to Calgary and was artificially 


inseminated. The procedure was not 


successful. Since then I have found a physician 


closer to home who will do the same 
procedure; howevet... 


In the past couple of months I have made 
some strong self discoveries. I lived for many 
years with fear of abandonment and not being 
loved. So, by attempting to have a child I was, I 
believe, trying to ensure that those fears would 
never come true. I was, in essence, trying to 
control my life path by having a baby as an 
insurance policy agamst being abandoned or 
unloved. 

Gratefully, I have acknowledged my fears and 
can sanely contemplate this decision. I now 
believe that if it was really meant for me to have 
a baby and be a mother, I would have been 
afforded a relationship that would have made 
that possible; being lesbian didn’t do that. Plus, 
as a consciously responsible adult, is it really fair 
of me to bring a child into the world knowing it 
will never know who its father is? 

So, for me, artificial insemination is not 
something I feel good about. I have, therefore, 
chosen to follow my path as é¢ és for me. 

I honestly believe that when I trust the 
process, I get from life what I need... which is 
not necessarily always what I want. e 


QUOTE 


Deciding to become a parent is one of the most 
profound decisions that can be made. We believe that 
alternative insemination is an individual woman's right, but 
one that should be exercised with considerable 
forethought. Ask yourself: 1.) Is my lifestyle conducive to 
having a healthy pregnancy? 2.) Will | be a good parent? 

Sacrifices and changes in your daily routines may be 
necessary to start the pregnancy on an optimal footing. 
There will sometimes be enormous physical, emotional, 
economic, and spirtual demands made by your child. We 
hope that you consider both issues before making the Al 
decision. 

Susan Robinson and HF Pizer 
Having a Baby Without a Man, 1985 
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LOCAL LESBIANS ... 
Kristy Harcourt 


by Shanta Rhose 

Kristy Harcourt ts having a bad day. There’s 
nothing quite like a repudiation of much you 
hold near and dear in a succession of irrational 
headlines: “Gay Serial Killer Kills Fashion 
Designer.” “Lyle Oberg Says Gay People Are 
Like Child Molesters.” And “Marilyn Manson 
Concert To Be Cancelled in Calgary.” Kristy 
sighs. “Even the good guys, even The Journal, 
pretend that these headlines are true, that these 
things are worth reporting on.” 

But Kristy is nothing if not optimistic. Take 
this year’s Gay Pride Week. 

“A bunch of people who endure stereotypes 
about being worthless, serial-killing child 
molesters, now say, ‘Golly, we rock. We just 
rock. And we are going to spend a whole week 
telling you what you know: that you are 
fabulous. And we are going to do it with 
readings and concerts and a parade and a 
football game and a barbecue with your folks, 
because you’re so great—no matter what they 
tell you all year round, you’re so great.’ And I 
think there needs to be more of that.” 

As host of GayWire on CJSR, Kristy tries to 
deliver plenty more of shat. 

“We try to do celebratory things. We aren’t 
an influential show; we don’t have a huge 
listenership, but we do try to inform, explain 
how to get involved, show how excellent 
people in their community are. Like Julie 
(Lloyd) giving essential information or Murray 
(Billet) reminding us that people are fighting, 
or Brian (Mader) and Lenore (LeMay) 
presenting the Dyke Du Jour and Fag of the 
Week.” The priority is to be positive and 
constructive. 


Kristy credits her optimism to the strong 
influences of the older people in her life and an 
inclination to chat with absolutely everyone. 
Her Aunt Frieda, who fled Russia as a small 
girl, and her Aunt Cherry, who worked for 
Eaton’s at the tum of the century for nearly 12 
years before eventually marrying, made sure 
Kristy venerated alternative points of view. 

“Td bring my girl guide group to sing 
Christmas carols at my Jewish grandmother’s 
seniors’ home. I always thought it was weird 
that the other kids didn’t do that. They were 
bored and it seemed a shame because they were 
such interesting people.” 

Kristy graduated this year with an honours 
BA in English. Grad school is on her mind, 
where she wants to explore the relationship 
between literacy and identity. 

“Imagine a multicultural school with a lot of 
ESL (English as a Second Language) kids. Now 
think about how all those stories they read 
about white children with two white parents in 
white houses affects their self-perception.” 

Not surprisingly, Kristy feels that ignoring 
diversity, the policy at some schools, is a 
mistake: “The solution is not to have no 
holidays. It’s to have as many as possible. Have 
a big damn party every week. If you celebrate 
difference, then kids who feel different are 
going to feel their experience is valid.” 

Always spartan, the CJSR studio must seem 
expecially unsympathetic on a bad day. “When 
I feel unfocused about the show, I picture a 16- 
year-old kid in a small town who has somehow 
heard about us, who is hiding in her room and 
listening to contraband radio while her parents 
have dinner.” 

In fact, Kristy keeps a letter from just such a 
listener to remind her why she must remain 
optimistic, in spite of the headlines. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm, for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films every 
Wednesday & speakers on Thursdays. 488- 
3234. Peer support is also available through 
email; glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the 
University of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, 
FM 88.5, Wednesdays from 5-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148- 
84 Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside 
entrance) Sundays at 7:15 pM. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of 
union available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 
12530-110 Ave. 454-8073. 

SOLO Social club for women gets 
together every week for a wide variety of 
social events. Linda at 447-4776. 

Gay & Lesbian Youth: 486-9661 
(voice box 10). 


PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o 
GLCCE, or Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 
944-1394 v.b. 3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded 
message except 7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday 
when calls are forwarded to a PFLAG 
volunteer for confidential and anonymous 
support for lesbians, gays, transgendered 
persons and their parents, families, and 
friends. 

Out & Out (O’) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals and their friends. Running, 
cycling, rollerblading, camping, volleyball, 
canoeing and other activities. 988-3132. 

Northern Chaps 
Edmonton’s leather-fetish club for gay, lesbian 
and straight men and women meets at Boots 
& Saddle the first & third Friday of every 
month, 9 pm to midnight. 
mcewen@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Night Spots: : 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 

Buddy’s - Pub upstairs above Jazzberrys 
Too, 10116-124 Street. 

Shakespear’s - Darts & Rumpus Room; 
2° floor, 10306-112 Street. (429-7234.) 
Ladies Only Leather Dance on Sept. 6. 
Another Ladies Only Dance is on Sept. 12. 
Registration for the Thursday Lesbian & Gay 
Darts winter league, as well as various pool 
leagues, takes place in September. Join our 
team on the AIDS walk, Sept. 28, and then 
patty afterwards at Shakespeat’s. Sunday 
opening resumes on Sept. 28. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at 11 am. 
Deadline for October; Lesbians and the Media. All 
interested women are invited to attend. 


SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

EVM Choir Rehearsals 

The Edmonton Vocal Minority begins 
rehearsals for the 97/98 season. Every Sunday, 
2-5 pm at the U of A Fine Arts Bldg, Room 123, 
beginning on September 7”. New singers are 
welcome to join this month only. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

Autumn Equinox Dance 

Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 Ave, 8:30 pm to 1 am. 
$7 or less (sliding admission). A smoke-free and 
alcohol-free event for women only, featuring 
music by women. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

Womonspace Dance 

Ritchie Community Hall, 7727-98 Street, 8 pm 
to 1 am. To volunteer call 482-1794. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
AIDS Walk 
Fundraiser; call 488-5742 to register. 


Jennifer Berezan's 
long- awaited 


‘REFUGE’ cd 


is now available at 
Orlando Books 
10440 Whyte Avenue (432-7633) 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the November issue on the topic 
Coming Out. All women are welcome. 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 

Womonspace Dance 

Hazeldean Community Hall, 9630-66 Ave., 8 
pM. Proceeds will benefit the Ms T Legal 
Fund. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 

Ms T Fundraising Dinner 

Help challenge the discriminatory policies 
sanctioned in Alberta. Dinner (veg. avail.) at 
the Faculty Club, U of A. 7 pm. $35 low 
income/ $50 regular; tickets at Orlando 
Books. 432-7633. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:4 82-1794 
O? Hotline:988~3132 


IMPORTANT 
Notice to 
Womonspace Members: 


Our Annual General Meeting 
will be held on 


Sunday, October 26 


at GLCCE, 
Suite 103, 10612-124 Street, 7 pm 


Mark your calendars now! 
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THE GAYBY BOOM 
When cats named Gertrude and 


Alice are no longer enough 
by Amy Lee Cardufian 

Okay, so who changed the rules? x 

There was a time when being a a 
lesbian meant you were off the hook as 
far as that baby thing. No pressure to 
find a man, get married, have a kid, 
become a parent. Dykedom was a 
magical world of fastball, freedom and . 
comfortable shoes, where you never had ~ 
to worry about things like toilet training, day care, 
car seats, parent-teacher interviews, and finding 
money for braces, piano lessons and college. 

All you had to do to live happily ever after was 
be bom without that intangible quality known as 
“maternal instinct.” 

If you were a dyke and decided you had to 
have something small and cute to cuddle and talk 
gibberish to, you asked your second baseman out 
for coffee... and let nature take its course. The 
following week, after your house-warming party, 
the two of you visited the SPCA and came home 
with a couple of kittens, named them Sappho and 
Radclyffe (or Martina and Rita Mae, or Amy and 
Emily, ) and settled into domestic bliss. 

But a funny thing happened on the way to the 
Old Dykes Home. Something called the “gayby 
boom.” Yep, it seems lesbians—those very same 
gay women to whom the phrase “bundle of joy” 
used to mean a sports bag full of freshly 
laundered hockey equipment—are now having 
babies. LOTS of babies. And they’re LIKING it. 

Like, what is ‘hat about? 

‘Whatever happened to the good old days, 
when parenthood was something only straight 
people had to deal withr 


We used to call our heterosexual neighbors 
“‘breeders.”” Now, sistahs are doin’ it for 
themselves—and they’re using turkey basters 
and anonymous sperm donors and fertility 
clinics and male friends... Heather has two 
mommies, and so does Melissa Etheridge’s 
XX daughter. Baby dykes are having dyke 
babies, and hell hasn’t even frozen over! 

— I don’t get it. And I obviously didn’t get 
the memo, the one containing the | 
amended Tips for Dutiful Dykes: Come out 
to family and friends... Wear freedom rings... 
y— March in gay pride parade... Have a baby. 
Personally, I’ve always sort of 
subscribed to Sam Austin’s theory of relativity: 
“Homosexuality is God’s way of ensuring that 
the truly gifted aren’t burdened with children.” 

Don’t get me wrong; I have nothing against 
kids... as long as they belong to someone else. 
I'd rather change a tire than change a 
diaper—and I /ate changing tires. ’'m one of 
those parentally impaired types for whom a 2 
AM feeding means a trip to the A&W drive- 
through on the way home from the club. 

Besides—although the prospect of going 
nine months without a period is mighty 
tempting—who has time to have a baby? 
Somewhere between doing coffee, hosting pot- 
luck dinners, getting body parts pierced, reading 
Naiad Press novels, hockey practice and all 
those other Official Things Lesbians Do, there’s 
a spare 15 minutes to play peek-a-boo with a 
drooling, miniature version of yourselfp I don’t 
think so. So excuse me if I selfishly stick with 
felines, no matter how much it goes against the 
current trend. Cats may be fickle, but they don’t 
expect you to know why the sky is blue, or 
screech until you promise to buy them a Pickle 
Me Elmo doll, or stick peanut butter 
sandwiches in the VCR. 
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QUOTES: : 
Intrauterine 


“Childless” women have been burned 


as witches, persecuted as lesbians, Insemination 
have been refused the right to adopt by Patti 
children because they were Intrauterine 


unmarried. They have been seen as 
embodiments of the great threat to 
male hegemony: the woman who is 
not tied to the family, who is disloyal 
to the law of heterosexual pairing and 
bearing. 

Adrienne Rich, Of Woman Born, 

1976 


insemination is a procedure 
in which sperm that are specially 
washed and prepared are placed into 
the uterus by using a slender sterile 
catheter. 

The procedure is similar to having 
a pap smear done, although there 
may be slight cramping afterwards. 
In order to be successful, the 
insemination must be performed at 
the fertile time in a woman’s 
menstrual cycle. 

The insemination procedure itself 
is not usually painful and requires a 
visit to a clinic or doctor’s office, 
lasting about 30 minutes. The only 
risk 1s a small chance of infection, 
but this is an unusual complication. 

Once you have determined your 
fertile time and found a clinic that 
has the specially washed sperm 
available, the procedure is quick, and 
will be repeated each month until 
you become pregnant, or until 
sufficient unsuccessful attempts have 
been completed to suggest that 
pregnancy is not likely to occur. 


| believe that lesbians should not be 
bearing and raising boy children ... 
Lesbians should not put valuable 
energy into raising the oppressor ... 
The heteropatriarchal cult of 
motherhood also brings privilege. 
When you are seen with your child 
your lesbianism is invisible to the 
heteropatriarchy. This privilege is at 
the expense of other lesbians. 
Elizabeth Braeman, in Off Our Backs, 
quoted in Outlines, December 1989 


The future is the lesbian mother as a 
statement of the exciting diversity 
necessary for life on our planet. The 
future is the children that the lesbian 
mother will raise in the dignity of 
difference. 

Bernice Goodman, The Lesbian, 
1977 


NEXT MONTH: Reiki 
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SPEAKING OF ‘NORMAL 


by Liz Messiah 
Chuical Social Worker, MSW, RSW 

Frequently clients and others ask 
questions about counselling, about 
issues, about change and healing work, 
and often ask “Is this normal?” I titled 
this column Speaking of ‘Normal, since it 
is seldom that lesbian or bisexual 
women can have positive experiences 
in which our ‘alternative lifestyle’ is 
considered ‘normal.’ 

Many times women tell me of the 
work they have to do to educate others 
about being queer and ‘normal’ at the 
same time, and how tiresome that 
becomes. 

In the coming months, in this 
column, I will provide information on 
issues such as depression, sexual abuse, 
anxiety, relationship issues and lots of 
other topics. Sometimes the content 
may overlap with the column I am 
writing in Tzmes 10, but here it will be 
focused on lesbian women in particular. 

Let me know if there is anything in 
particular you are interested in reading 
about. Of course, all opinions are my 
own (or properly cited) and relate to 
general situations, not to your specific 
situation. Contact me at 910-3050 or 
email: ahanemas@datanet.ab.ca 
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THE LOSS OF A FRIEND 


name witheld by request 

My friend died last year. A short time before 
Christmas I lost the only friend that I had here in 
Edmonton. 

At first I was shocked into disbelief. This couldn’t 
be true. No. I could not, would not face the fact that 
I would never see her again. 

In the five years since I had returned to Alberta, 
she had been my friend, especially through difficult 
periods. I had what is euphemistically referred to as 
“fallen on hard times.” I had barely enough to live on 
and my health had deteriorated quite badly. But on 
holidays and birthdays, my friend would arrive with 
much-needed things like toothpaste, coffee, sugar, 
pasta, rice, etc., all neatly wrapped in bright paper. I 
could only afford necessities, so my favourite 
chocolates were off the menu. But always, amongst 
her practical gifts, there was some kind of chocolate. 

At the memorial service, I met many other people 
who had been helped by my friend in this same 
fashion. One woman cried as she told of how the 
Christmas before, when she had lost her job:and had 
little money, my friend arrived with a tiny, decorated 
Christmas tree. My friend wasn’t rich, not at all, but 
her beliefs led her to share what she had. 

The service brought all the pain and grief to the 
front, and I found I could not push it away, however 
much I tried. So I let it come. All the feelings of 
anger, guilt, deep loss, and a sadness that I had not 
been able to help my friend at the end. I cried many 
times over the next few months—for my friend, and 
for my own loss. I have come to terms with these 
feelings, I think, and remember the happy times we 
spent together. 

There is still a deep sadness that I know will never 
completely go away. I have put it in a place deep 
inside myself, and in that place my friend will always 
be with me. 


BETWEEN THE COVERS 
At Edmonton Public Library 


by Lindy Pratch 

This month I'll talk about 
some Latina lesbian authors, 
starting with the winner of the 
1997 Lambda Literary award 
for Lesbian Fiction. Achy 
Obejas, a Cuban living in 
Chicago, received the award for Memory 
Mamzbo (Cleis; 1996). It is a novel about truth 
and lies, alienation, family ties, and how quirky 
memory can be. 


Juani Casas is a 24-year-old Cuban American 
surrounded by relatives in exile. She lives openly 


as a lesbian, but her family avoids mentioning 
the fact. Even so, she knows she can count on 
their support through hard times. 

There are many family legends. Did the CIA 
steal her father’s recipe for duct tape? Did her 
uncle drive a jeep for Fidel Castro? Juani is 
searching for the truth about her past and 
succeeds in finding a sense of home. 

Achy Obejas is an excellent storyteller, 
writing with wit and a warm heart. Her first 
book is a collection of short stories: We Came 


All the Way from Cuba so You Could Dress 


Like This? (Cleis; 1994). 
Ibis Gomez-Vega is another Cuban 
immigrant to the United States. She lives in 


Texas, where Send My Roots Rain (Aunt Lute; 
1991) is set. Carole Rio is a lesbian artist fleeing 


Brooklyn and her past. Answering an ad, she 
arrives in a small Texas border town to paint 
murals on the church... but the church burned 
down seven years ago. A prostitute, a priest, a 
housekeeper and a witch are some of the main 
characters in this compelling story. 


Carole is the catalyst for change in a town 
burdened by a curse. She transforms other 
peoples lives while confronting her own 
demons... and finding love. 

Ana Castillo writes about love and family 
and transformation too. So Far From God 
(Plume; 1993), follows the lives of a New 
Mexico mother and her four fated daughters. 

Sofi’s youngest child dies at the start of 
the story—but she comes back to life at her 
funeral the next day. She climbs out of the 
coffin and flies to the church roof, telling the 
astonished gathering (in her three-year-old 
vocabulary) about her journey through hell, 
purgatory and heaven. Thereafter, she 
becomes known as La Loca Santa... or just La 
Loca. Even her own family finds her peculiar. 

And so begins an inventive, surreal story 
narrated with intimacy and spunk. 

The last book on my list is not authored by 
a Latina, and I doubt that she’s a lesbian 
either, since she has a husband and young 
son. Micah Perks grew up on a commune in 
the Adirondacks. We Are Gathered Here 
(St. Martin’s; 1996) is about bisexuality in the 
nineteenth century. 

Olive is the 19-year-old daughter and wife 
of miners. She finds joy in simple things while 
living a very hard life. Regina is the niece of 
the man who owns the coal mines. She is 
used to money and privilege, but her life 
changes when she becomes ill with epilepsy. 
If she doesn’t get well in six months, she will 
be sent to an insane asylum. Olive 1s hired to 
care for Regina and the two have an unusual 
love relationship... and develop a strong bond 
of friendship. Together they meet gypsies, 
visit an all-women renegade Shaker 
community, and find a place for themselves. 
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SEPTEMBER HOROSCOPE 


by Honeypot 

Aries: That’s not indigestion, it’s heart burn. 
But the flame won’t last forever. Get it while 
you Can. 

Taurus: You're not getting paid what 
you’re worth. Raise some hell... you know you 
want to. 

Gemini: Don’t forget to use birth control. 
Being a lesbian doesn’t mean you can’t get 
pregnant when you sleep with boys. 

Cancer: Listen to your inner sorceress... 
she’s telling you to dance on the wind, run 
with the wolves, and eat lots of garlic. 

Leo: The grass is always greener on the golf 
course. That cute little caddie could prove to 
be your very own fairway to heaven. 

Virgo: Thanks to the equinox, you'll be 
firing on all cylinders. Goddess says go for the 
gusto, baby! 

Libra: It’s back to school, back to the grind, 
and back to the future. Pack lots of warm 
clothes... and don’t forget the KY. 

Scorpio: Laughter is the best medicine. 
Keep this in mind when you go public with 
your new haircut. 

Sagittarius: It may be time to hang up the 
blades and ease into a more appropriate winter 
activity... like curling (your body into hers). 

Capricorn: Rumor has it you’re getting 
restless. Are you prepared to do something 
about it? Quit or get off the (honey)pot. 

Aquarius: Everything you need to know 
about life you can leam from chicks with 
guitars. Bonus marks if you hit the high note. 

Pisces: You're in a rut. Do something 
impetuous... weat boxers to work under your 
skirt; get something pierced. Write a letter to 
Stockwell (Have A Straight) Day. 


ASK LAVERNE: 
The insensitive 
advice columnist 


Dear Laverne, 
We have a close friend whom we suspect is a 
lesbian. Not that there’s anything wrong with 
that, but ... it got us to wondering ... what, 
exactly, do two girls do in bed together? 
Dire Straights _ 


Dear Dire, 

I get s-o-0-0-0 tired of this question. And I have no 
intention of answering tt, for the umpteenth time, because 
I don’t have all day. So why don’t you make a teensy 
effort to shatter some stereotypes here for a second, because 
really, the lavender community doesn’t have a monopoly on 
ALL the creatiuty... it just seems that way sometimes. 
So go on, use your imagination. (Just this once.) Picture 
it: Two girls... four breasts... 20 fingers, 20 toes... four 
legs... four hands... two tongues... two clits... the 
possthikttes are endless. And we haven't even begun to 
Mention Sroup SeX... 


Dear Laverne, ; 

I was on my way to the bus station to pick up 
my ex and her new girlfriend when my car broke 
down—and I ended up forced to spend three 
hours on the side of the road contemplating the 
meaning of life, my navel ring, and the price of 
herbal tea while waiting for a tow truck. Do you 
think I might have subconsciously willed this to 
happen, in some kind of bizarre Freudian/karmic 
sort of way, because I was freakingly uptight 
about their impending visit? 

Carla Chameleon 

Dear CC, 

There is absolutely no metaphysical connection between 

your ex, her girlfriend, your car, and Sigmund Freud. 
But.you can take this to the bank: hfe is what happens to 
us while we're looking for the ultimate tow job. 
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To advertise in 
x) _ Womonspace News 
q call 482-1794. 

_ Business card size: $15 


q $ Quarter-page: $25 
~ ads are free for members 


= 


q 

‘Suite for Rent Bright & spacious, clean & 
_ quiet. Separate entrance. New carpet, blinds & 

_ cupboards. Bedroom area curtained off. Laundry 
2 area available. Close to bus routes. Quiet 

z _ residential area. $300/month + damage. Phone 
487-9002. 


. % 


: June C. Lioyp 
: - Barrister & Solicitor 


51 2, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
ae 424- 2332 Fax 424-2526 


7 .. Gane 


| PSpecialty . 
tens ¢ % Coffees 


Healing Group for Women 


Sexual Abuse Survivors 
Starting in late September 
Session weekday afternoons or Saturday, 
depending on registration 


lesbians and non-lesbian women welcome 
lesbian-positive atmosphere 


2 hours, $30 week 
Contact Liz Massiah, msw. Rsw. 
Clinical Social Worker 
910-3050 
Also enquiries welcome about group for Lesbian 
Partner Abuse and upcoming workshop series for 

Lesbian Couples. 
10306 112 at 


ints 


EDMONTON'S WOMAN'S BAR 


WEEKIAYS 
COME IN & RELAX 
HAPPY HOUR 
4:00PM TIL 10:00PM 
PLAY DARTS/PLAY POOL 


upstairs 


LADIES ONLY DANCE 
AND AEXED DANCE 
* PACH SP A CALENDAR ™ 


werxons COMPYCAFE axnmpons 
130-400 1014 106 ST_&%:4% 
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Womonspace Dances Return 


on SEPTEMBER 20 


at Ritchie Community Hall, 
7727-98 Street, 8 PM- 1AM 


Womonspace needs 
DANCE CO-ORDINATORS! 
Phone 482-1794 


WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME(S) 
ADDRESS CITY 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 


12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


New Member lL] Renewal I would like to be a volunteer YesL| NoU 
Please mail my newsletter to my home (] 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events [1 Total enclosed $ 


